Aila Kel O’Loughlin, PhD

Curriculum Vitae

oloup00]1 @umn.edu
https://www.ailaoloughlin.com

EDUCATION

PhD  Philosophy, Minor in American Indian and Indigenous Studies, University of Minnesota

Dissertation: “Thinking Through Kinship: A Philosophy of Indigenous Kinship Ethics toward
Environmental Justice,” ABD.

Advisors: Tamara Fakhoury, Sarah Holtman, Jean O’Brien
Readers: Kyle Whyte, Dwight Lewis Jr.
MA  Philosophy, University of Minnesota, 2024
PhD  Culture & Teaching, Minor in Philosophy, University of Minnesota, 2021
Dissertation: “Gender-As-Lived: the coloniality of gender in schools.”
MA  Teaching, Dept. of Curriculum and Instruction, University of San Francisco, 2015
Concentrations: Urban Education and Social Justice in Teaching English/ Language Arts
BA Philosophy, Minor in Art, University of Minnesota, 2011
Concentrations: Ancient Philosophy, Feminist Philosophy
Cert  French Language and Culture, Université Paul Valéry, 2010
Cert  Plato and His Predecessors, University of Pennsylvania, 2024

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS
2024 - Present  (tenured) Professor, North Hennepin Community College, Dept. of Philosophy

2021 - 2024 Assistant Professor, North Hennepin Community College, Dept. of Philosophy
2021 - Present  Graduate Instructor, University of Minnesota, Dept. of Philosophy

2020 - 2022 Lecturer, University of Minnesota, Curriculum & Instruction
2019 - 2020 Adjunct Faculty, St. Catherine’s University, Department of Philosophy
2016 - 2020 Graduate Instructor, University of Minnesota, Curriculum & Instruction

AREA OF SPECIALIZATION

Ethics (especially Indigenous Ethics and Climate Ethics), Social Philosophy (especially Phil of Gender,
Race, Indigeneity), Native American and Indigenous Philosophy, Philosophy of Education

AREA OF COMPETENCE
History of Philosophy, Ancient Greek Philosophy, Social Epistemology, Queer & Trans Philosophy

Other Areas of Teaching Competence

English Literature and Language Arts, Indigenous Language Revitalization, North Sdmi Language


mailto:oloup001@umn.edu
https://www.ailaoloughlin.com

PUBLICATIONS

Refereed Journal Articles

2025. “Moral Problems of the Mining for the Green Transition.” In AlterNative special edition on
‘Indigenous and decolonial approaches to environmental (re)learning for planetary care in a time
of climate uncertainty.” Forthcoming, Fall, 2025.
2024. “Surely, you Don’t Mean Rocks:” Indigenous Kinship Ethics, Moral Responsibility and so-called
‘natural objects.” In Studies on Native American and Indigenous Philosophy, 24:1, 19-26.
2024. “Teachers as Housewives and the Covid19 Pandemic.” In Hypatia, 2024, 1-8.
https://doi.org/10.1017/hyp.2023.103.
2023. “Rethinking a History of Environmental Ethics” with Ryan Mulloy. In Studies on Native
American and Indigenous Philosophy, 23:1, 8-11.
2019. “Gender-as-Lived: The Coloniality of Gender in Schools and Listening in to Complicated
Moments of Resistance, a phenomenological study.” in Indo-Pacific Journal of Phenomenology,
19:1, 43-51.

Books

2026. “Thinking Through Kinship: the philosophy of Indigenous Kinship Ethics toward Environmental
Justice.” Under Review.

Book Chapters

2027. “Indigenous Philosophy and Gender: Cordova on the primacy of Bounded Space identity.” In VF
Cordova Anthology (title forthcoming). University of Arizona Press. Accepted and forthcoming.

2026. “What is Indigenous Kinship Ethics?” In Relational Ethics. Springer. Accepted and forthcoming.

Manuscripts Under Review
2025. “A Year of Nonbinary Philosophy” with Manon Andre De St. Amant & Ray Pederson. In
Episteme, forthcoming (revise and resubmit).

2025. “Teacher-Objects and the ‘I don’t know’ mentality.” In Urban Education (Special Issue): “I can't
breathe”: Police killings of black men and the quest for justice of black boys in school.
Forthcoming, Spring.

Manuscripts in Development

“On a Relational Account of Dignity.”

“Alcibiades, My Beloved: Teaching Philosophy as Love and a Re-reading of Plato’s Symposium.” In
Teaching Philosophy. Under Review.

“To Whom We Are Responsible: A Metaphysics of Morals on How Relations Determine Moral
Community Membership.” Under Review.



AWARDS, HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS

National

2024. US/Ed Fellowship for Language and Area Studies (FLAS)

2022. Mellon/ACLS Faculty Fellowship for international research ($40,000)
2021. Fulbright Research Fellowship in Philosophy (Semi-Finalist)

Institutional

2025. Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship. University of Minnesota.

2025. Lapic Fellowship for Philosophy and Social Justice, Department of Phil,. UMN

2025. Swenson Kierkegaard Dissertation Fellowship, Department of Phil., UMN

2025. Douglas E Lewis Fellowship, Department of Philosophy, UMN

2024. DRRP Summer Fellowship for Doctoral Research, Dept. of Philosophy, UMN

2023. Boreal Sustainability Leader, Institute for the Environment Research Hub, UMN

2022. Douglas E Lewis Fellowship, Department of Philosophy, University of Minnesota
2020. Leadership, Equity, Inclusion and Diversity (LEID) Dissertation Fellowship

2020. Women’s Philanthropic Leadership Circle Award

2020. Thank a Teacher Teaching Award, University of Minnesota

2019. Critically-Oriented Teacher Education Fellowship, University of Minnesota

2019. Graduate fellow at Lives worth Living, Philosophy department, University of Minnesota
2019. “Innovator and Doer” Award, Metro Schools College Prep, Minneapolis

2018. Teacher of the Year Award, Metro Schools College Prep, Minneapolis

2015. James Patterson Fellowship, University of San Francisco

2015. Diversity Scholarship Award, University of San Francisco

2015. Research Development Travel Grant to Melbourne, Australia, U of San Francisco
2014. James Patterson Fellowship, University of San Francisco

2011. Resident fellow at Lives worth Living, Philosophy department, University of Minnesota

SUMMER PROGRAMS

2025. The Institute for Critical and Social Inquiry with Gordon R Lewis. At The New School. NY.
2025. Center for Canon Expansion and Change in Early Modern Philosophy. At The University of
Minnesota. MN.

INVITED TALKS

2025. “Indigenous Philosophy and Gender.” For CUNY Graduate Center Workshop on Indigenous
Philosophy. April.

2024. “Rocks, Responsibility and Relations: Indigenous Conceptions of Moral Regard toward So-called
Natural Objects.” For University of St. Joseph course on Indigenous Philosophy taught by Agnes
Curry. October.

2024. “Teaching and Indigenous Philosophy of Science: A workshop to engage Andrea
Sullivan-Clarke’s Ways of Being in the World.” For American Philosophical Association, Pacific
Division. Portland, OR. March.

2021. “Land as Interloceteur in Indigenous Language Revitalization” (with Mary Hermes, Mel
Engman, Anna Schick). For Penn State Global Virtual Forum Series hosted by the African
Studies Department. June.



2021. “What do we mean when we say “change”? What kinds of changes are needed in education?” For
Augsburg University Symposium on Teaching hosted by Gwen Waltz and Audrey Lensmire. July.

2021. “Demonstrating Change: Four modes of transformation that we demand in the art of resistance.”
For the University of Minnesota Philosophy Department Spring 2021 Presentation on LEID
Fellowship work. April.

2020. “Critical Pedagogy, Relationality and Teaching & Learning with/through Crisis during the
Minneapolis uprising.” For the University of San Francisco MAT course taught by Dr. Judy Pace.
December.

2019. “What must teachers know about gender, sex traits and sexual orientation?”” For University of
Minnesota Curriculum Topics course taught by Dr. Stephanie Marshall and Dr. Nimo Abdi. June.

2019. “The Well-Meaning Teacher, Whiteness and Developing Critical Cultural Competence.” For
University of Minnesota Culture, Power and Schools course taught by Diana Chandara. March.

PEER-REVIEWED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

2025. “To Boldly Go Where We Have Always Been: Rejecting the Terra Nullius Origins of Final
Frontiers in Star Trek and beyond,” with E Ornelas and Patricia Johnson-Castle. Native American
and Indigenous Studies Association. Oklahoma City, OK. June 26-28.

2025. “Moral Problems of Mining Indigenous Land for the Green Transition.” American Philosophical
Association, Pacific Division. San Francisco, CA. April 16-19.

2024. “Surely—you don’t mean rocks’--Indigenous Kinship Ethics, Moral Responsibility, and so-called
‘natural objects.” American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division. Portland, OR. March
20-23.

2023. “Five Tenets of Indigenous Kinship Ethics & Four Facets of Relationality.” American
Philosophical Association, Pacific Division. San Francisco, CA. April 4-8.

2023. “Relationality in Indigenous Kinship Ethics: A Shared Central Value in Localized Ethical
Systems.” For the Committee on American Indian and Indigenous Philosophy organized by
Andrea Sullivan-Clarke at American Philosophical Association, Central Division. Denver, CO.
Feb. 22-25.

2022. “A Year of Nonbinary Philosophy” with Manon Andre De St Amant and Ray Pederson. Annual
Conference: Trans Philosophy Project. Oct. 28-29.

2022. “Teaching Trans philosophy” with Manon Andre De St Amant and Ray Pederson. What is
Gender? University of Manchester Workshop in Political Theory. Sep. 7-9.

2022. “How Ought Philosophy (the Discipline) Engage with Indigenous Sdmi Philosophy?” Native
American and Indigenous Studies Association. Tromso, Sapmi. June 8-10.

2021. “Land-Based Language Learning.” International Conference on Colonial and Postcolonial
Linguistics with Mary Fong Hermes, Mel Engman, and Anna Schick. Cape Town, South Africa.
June 28-30.

2020. “What Might Post-Intentional Phenomenology Become Through the Post-Humanist,
Post-Qualitative Turn?,” with Mark Vagle, Qui Alexander and Nimo Abdi. American Education
Research Association, San Francisco, CA. April 17-21.

2020. “Gendered Presence: Innovating Racialized and Gendered Identity,” with Diana Chandara.
International Congress for School Effectiveness and Improvement. Marrakesh, Morocco. January
6-10.

2019.  “But I'm a Queer”: Quandaries on Queer Epistemologies in Collective Memory Research,” panel
discussion with Qui Alexander, Diana Chandara, Weijian Wang, Elise Toedt, Jeanette Giles and
Dr. Mary Hermes. National Women's Studies Association. San Francisco, CA. November 14-17.



2019.

2019.

2018.

2018.

2018.

2017.

2015.

2014.

“UCEA Program Center for the Study of Leadership in Urban Education: Police killing of
unarmed black males: white comfort, compliance, and what educators can learn,” panel
discussion with Dr. Muhammed Khalifa, Dr. Decoteau Irby, Dr. James Wright, Eskender Yousuf
and Victor Carter. University Council for Education Administration. New Orleans, LA. November
21-24.

“Post-Intentional Phenomenology and the Politics of Social Change,” panel discussion with Dr.
Mark Vagle, Dr. Nimo Abdi, Dr. Jolie Kennedy and Qui Alexander. International Congress of

Qualitative Inquiry. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA. May 6-19.

“Collective Conscious Futurism: Communities of Practice as method,” with Diana Chandara,
Qui Alexander, Noah Nuhu Sims. 8th annual Education and Social Justice Conference 2018.
Kevin Kumashiro and the University of Hawaii, Hawaii. Oct. 5-7.

“Teaching Gender: A Call for Gender Performance Scholarship in the Hidden Curriculum of

Schooling and the Resistance of Pluralism.” 16" International Conference on Excellence, Gifted
Education, Innovation, & Creativity in Basic-Higher Education & Psychology. Université de
Paris, Descartes, Paris, France. July 3-6.

“Communities of Practice: Creating Community-Accountable Research Workshop” with Diana
Chandara, Qui Alexander, Noah Nuhu Sims. 20th Annual Allied Media Conference. Detroit, MI.
June 14-17.

“Re-reading the Impossibility of Identity: Modeling Pluralism in Curriculum and Instruction.”

The Asian Conference on Psychology & the Behavioral Sciences 2017. The Art Center, Kobe.
Kobe, Japan. March 22-25.

“Understanding and operating with implicit cognitive biases in education,” with Ian O'Loughlin.
The 15th International Conference on Knowledge, Culture, and Change, The University of
California at Berkeley. Berkeley, California, February 19-20.

“Better the Devil You Know: Understanding implicit cognitive biases in the 21st century
classroom,” with Ian O'Loughlin. Gender and Education Association Biennial Interim
Conference 2014. Melbourne, Australia. December 9-11.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Professor of Philosophy, North Hennepin Community College, 2024 - Present

PHIL 1010 - Intro to Philosophy (2 sections per year)
PHIL 1020 - Ethics (8 sections per year)

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, North Hennepin Community College, 2021 - 2024

PHIL 1010 - Intro to Philosophy (2 sections per year)
PHIL 1020 - Ethics (8 sections per year)

Instructor, Philosophy, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 2021 - Present

SCAN/PHIL 3670 Indigenous Sami Philosophy: A Language-Learning Approach
PHIL 3302W Moral Problems of Contemporary Society

PHIL 3301 Environmental Ethics

PHIL 1026W Philosophy and Cultural Diversity

PHIL 3201 Free Will & Moral Responsibility



Graduate Assistant/Grader, Philosophy, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 2021 - Present

PHIL 1003W (TA) Introduction to Ethics
PHIL 3305 (TA) Medical Ethics
PHIL 3311W (Grader) Ethical Theories

Instructor, Curriculum & Instruction, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 2018 - 2022
CI 5103 Ceritical Sociocultural foundations of education 11

CI 5102 Critical Sociocultural foundations of education

CI 5155 Contemporary Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

CI 5496 Student Teaching Seminar (Secondary ELA)

CI 5150-002 Curriculum Topics - Culture and Schools: Human Relations

Lecturer, Philosophy, St. Catherine’s University, Saint Paul, MN, 12/2019 - 12/2020

PHIL 1000 Philosophy & Human Life

Sami Language and Culture Course Instructor, American Swedish Institute, Minneapolis, 08/2022 -
Present

English Literature/ Language Arts Teacher, and Department Head, Metro Schools Multicultural
College Prep, Minneapolis, MN, 08/2015 — 08/2021

Advanced Placement English Language Arts; Advanced Placement English Literature

English Literature/Language Arts Teacher, and Department Head, American Indian Public High
School, Oakland, CA, 12/2013 — 08/2015

Advanced Placement English Language Arts; Advanced Placement English Literature
DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Co-founder - MinnState Liberal Arts to Law Pathway, North Hennepin Community College -
09/2022 - Present

Co-organizer, Conference - Coordination, not Crisis: Conversations between Philosophy of
Conservation Science and Philosophy of Indigenous Environmental Justice. University of Minnesota.
May 23-25, 2024. With Bennett McNulty and Lauren Wilson.

Research Assistant - BIPOC Student Belongingness in Philosophy DEIS Grant, University of
Minnesota - Minneapolis, 01/2023 - 10/2023

Student Teaching Supervisor - Office of Teacher Licensure, University of Minnesota - Minneapolis,
12/2018 - 2022



Program Graduate Assistant - Racial Justice Education Minor, CEHD, University of Minnesota -
Minneapolis, 08/2019- 2021

Learning Technologies Content Writer - Culturally Responsive School Leadership Institute,
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 12/2018 - 2021

LICENSES AND CREDENTIALS

MN Teaching License. 6-12 English/ Language Arts. Tier 4.
CA Teaching Credential. 6-12 English/ Language Arts 5-year Unlimited License.
CA Teaching Credentail. 6-12 English Language Learning 5-year Unlimited License.

SERVICE

2024- Present ~ MinnState x Google Al Essentials Certificate Faculty Liaison

2022 - Present  Liberal Arts Curriculum Committee, North Hennepin Community College
2022 - 2024 MN Regional Ethics Bowl Committee, University of Minnesota

2021 - 2024 Curriculum Committee, University of Minnesota

2022 - 2023 Face-to-Face College Access Program for BIPOC Youth, Hennepin County
2021 - 2023 Transfer Pathways Committee, North Hennepin Community College

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Philosophical Association (APA)

APA Committee on Native American and Indigenous Philosophy
Native American and Indigenous Studies Association

Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy
American Education Research Association

National Women'’s Studies Association

Teachers 4 Social Justice Association

Gender and Education Association

Minorities and Philosophy (MAP)

LANGUAGES

English - Fluent/First language
Sami (Northern Dialect) -B1
French -B1

Spanish - A2

REFERENCES
Dr. Sarah Holtman
Professor, Philosophy, University of Minnesota

holtm001@umn.edu

Dr. Tamara Fakhoury



Assistant Professor, Philosophy, University of Minnesota
fakho011@umn.edu

Dr. Jean O’Brien
Professor, American Indian and Indigenous Studies, University of Minnesota
obrie002@umn.edu

Dr. Dwight K. Lewis, Jr.
Assistant Professor, Philosophy, University of Minnesota
lewil715@umn.edu

Dr. Micheal Bennett McNulty
Associate Professor, University of Minnesota
mcnu0074@umn.edu



